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STOW ON THE WOLD

TAXI
SERVICE
6 SEATER GALAXY

• AIRPORTS
• HOSPITALS

• STATIONS
• COURIER SERVICE

LOCAL OR LONG DISTANCE

TONY KNIGHT – 07887 714047
info@stow-on-the-wold-taxi-service.co.uk
www.stow-on-the-wold-taxi-service.co.uk
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Love your
garden?
LOVE
Batsford
Garden
Centre.

Make the most of
May at beautiful
Batsford Arboretum.

• David Austin
roses & other
climbing plants
• Bedding, veg &
herb plants

Relax with friends enjoying magical walks
through the spring wildflowers, marvel at
our amazing Pocket Handkerchief Tree, pick
up all your gardening essentials and treat
yourself to gorgeous gifts and great food in
the Garden Terrace Café.

• Great advice
from our expert
staff

Batsford is open every day 9am–5pm.
Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre, Batsford,
Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9AB.

For gardening
inspiration visit
Batsford Garden
Centre.

01386 701441
arboretum@batsfordfoundation.co.uk
www.batsarb.co.uk
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• Huge range of
herbaceous
perennials,
shrubs & trees

• Fantastic choice
of gardening
essentials

T: 01386 700409.
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INSIDE THIS EDITION...

Glorious and golden, grey and cold, with mean frosts and pockets
of sunshine so warm you could burn your skin in the sunshine –
Spring! And not just any spring, Cotswolds Spring! Every year the
speed of change amazes me – suddenly those first reluctant green
buds are exploding with colour and movement. No two days are
the same, and we are so lucky to be a part of it.

FEATURES

Whatever the views from your windows and on your way to work,
school, the station or the shops, treasure them –they may not
always look like that.

24/25 NPPF – the problem with planning! Editorial

There are extra pages in the magazine this month to squeeze in all
the events that we have been told about by phone, eml, messages
and handwritten notes. If you are involved in planning an event this
summer, do make sure you tell us about it – and we can tell
everyone we know! If you are fundraising, extra footfall can make a
big difference!
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With elections, exams, competitions, festivals and two bank
holidays, it could be a busy May!
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Co.Cllr Nigel More – planning in Moreton
A Brief Resume from Moreton Town Council meeting in April

I hope it will be glorious – and a little warmer (please!).
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EU Pre-Election Meeting with our MEP

Best Wishes
Jenni Turner
Editor
Cover photograph:
‘”Fox cub”©Adam Tatlow. www.cotswoldkeeperphotography.com (You can
purchase many of Adam’s photographs as cards and calendars, online and in
local shops.)
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Other contributors this month:
Bob Forster, Christabel Hardacre, Julie Hall, Nicholas John, Jan Marley, C.Cllr
Nigel More, Derek Taylor and Dr Derrick Whitehouse.

Our design team this month was Eagle Design Ltd.
0800 170 7955 / www.eagledesign.net

Our next edition is for June 2014
The copydate is 15th May 2014

Contact Moreton Times on:
07789 175 002
editor@moretontimes.co.uk
www.moretontimes.co.uk
P O Box 6, Sheep Street,
Stow on the Wold, GL54 1WD

58

Local Charities; Blood Pressure Awareness Day

59

North Cotswold Rotary; Ch Campden School Digital Archive

61

Clubs, Societies, Associations & Charities listing (always a Work In Progress!)
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News from some of our local clubs
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Local Business Directory

With approximately 40,000 readers across the North Cotswolds , we are delivering
the four community magazines to letterboxes in Stow on the Wold, Moreton in
Marsh, Bourton on the Water & Chipping Norton and the villages that use them as
centres - Broadwell, Adlestrop, Oddington, Bledington, Icomb, Church Westcote, Nether
Westcote, Wyck Rissington, Lower & Little Rissington, Great Rissington (part),Maugersbury,
Nether Swell, Lower Swell & Upper Swell, Lower Slaughter, Naunton, Notgrove, Sherborne
(part), Clapton on the Hill, Donnington, Condicote, Longborough, Bourton on the Hill, Temple
Guiting, Guiting Power, Batsford (part), Blockley, Todenham, Aston Magna, Draycott (part)
and Over Norton PLUS Centres in Bourton on the Water, Chipping Norton, Moreton in
Marsh, Stow on the Wold, Chipping Campden, Paxford, Shipston on Stour, Great Wolford &
Little Wolford, Little & Long Compton, Whichford, Heythrop, Chadlington, the Wychwoods,
Northleach, Burford, Kingham, Churchill and Salford.
Extra copies of Moreton Times are generally available in Moreton Area Centre, High
Street, Moreton in Marsh, at Moreton Library and the surgeries, and at Budgens.
Copies are also carried on The Villager Bus.
Material published in this magazine is copyright; the Editor may give permission for copy to be reproduced for
some purposes. The opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor or any member
of the team. The magazines are produced and delivered almost entirely by volunteers. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of information printed in the magazine, the Editor/team do not accept any responsibility for
the consequences of any errors that may occur.
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The best meal
of the day!

Enjoy it in the best company!
All local ingredients, cooked to order,
Mix‘n’match from the menu
Medium roast FairTrade coffee
* The only place in Stow (apart from a hotel or B&B)
where you can get breakfast before 10 in the morning!”

Wi-Fi Available

Eat In With Us or Take Away
Pre-Order by Phone or Text
DIGBETH STREET, STOW-ON-THE-WOLD
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL54 1BN

01451 870210 / 07456 467315
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8.30am to 6.00pm Monday to Saturday
9.00am to 6pm on Sunday
Traditional English Afternoon Teas
Served traditionally in china cups with teapots
PS! Pick up the TREEBUS EVENING MENU, too

01451 870210 / 07456 467315
www.treebusevents.co.uk
Treebus Stow-on-the Wold

@treebustearooms
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NorthleachMowerServices
Cirencester Road
Northleach
Gloucestershire
01451 860392 - 01451 860427
A local family run business with over 40 years experience of
garden machinery maintenance.
COUNTAX GARDEN TRACTOR MAIN DEALER WITH LARGE
DEMONSTRATION AREA
Large selection of Brush Cutters / Strimmers and Lawn Mowers always available
Please ring us we collect and deliver to your home
Hayter • Lawn King • Castle • Honda • Mountfield • Westwood • Atco Qualcast
• Wheelhorse • Murray • Toro • Flymo

GARDENING SERVICES
Stow-on-the-Wold - Northleach & Chipping Norton Areas
LAWNS: Mowing & Edging, Turf Laid, HEDGES: Cut & Clippings
Removed FRUIT & VEGETABLE PLOTS: Planted & maintained
Practical advice on Composting, Digging & Planting Boarders,
Pruning Roses, Shrubs & Climbers - Wisteria a Speciality, Seasonal
tidy-ups, One offs or Regular visits.
Many years of experience – References provided

Please call David on 07928 161137

Millard Skips – the family run, professional skip company.
01608 641361 www.kjmillard.co.uk

e
Skip Hir m
o
r
f
Prices 75*
ONLY £

SKIP WITH US!

Over 20 years experience in commercial and domestic waste
disposal and recycling – we have the solution to your waste
disposal requirements including asbestos and contaminated
soil. Just call us for help and advice
All sizes of skips available - delivered by our careful, considerate drivers.
Recycled aggregates available
Competitive rates, first class service.
Millard Skips - A business built on trust and reputation
Fully Licensed Waste Transfer Station EA Site Permit EP86200
* Prices subject to VAT at 20%
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love

Slimming
World
Join a warm and friendly group near you today…

Stow-on-the-Wold
Stow Primary School
St Edwards Drive - Mondays 5pm & 7pm
Tel: Mandy 01608 641923
Chipping Norton
Town Hall - Tuesdays 9.30am, 5pm & 7pm
Tel: Mandy 01608 641923
Shipston-on-Stour
Townsend Hall
Sheep Street - Wednesdays 5pm & 7 pm
Tel: Christine 01608 686288

save £5

your
Just £9.95 on
first night then
£4.95 a week.

Moreton-in-Marsh
Congregational Church Hall
Oxford Street Thursdays 5.15pm & 7 pm
Tel: Christine 01608 686288

scan here or visit the website to read Aimee ’ s story
slimmingworld.com
0844 897 8000
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On a Wednesday afternoon in March, thirty
keen readers packed into the Borzoi
Bookshop in Stow to listen to the celebrated
Canadian author Mary Lawson. A petite and
attractive lady with a soft, lilting Canadian
accent, she spoke eloquently of her
background and writing, and read excerpts
from her new novel ‘Road Ends.’
This is Mary’s third novel and follows the
hugely successful ‘Crow Lake and ‘The
Other Side of the Bridge,’ all set in the
northern Canadian landscape for which the
author is renowned, and where she spent a
lot of her youth. Born and brought up in a
farming community in Ontario, her family had
a summer home in the North, in an area of
rocks, lakes and trees known as the Great
Canadian Shield. She attended University in
Montreal, studying Psychology rather than
English as her teachers had advised; then, in
1968, she came to England on holiday, ran
out of spending money, got herself a job and
met her future husband; she has lived in the
UK ever since, although she declined to take
up full British citizenship as she feels
essentially Canadian.
Mary started writing short stories for
women’s magazines when her two sons
started school, and despite some early
success she quickly found the style to be
restrictive and formulaic, and tried a novel; it
took five years and then languished in a
drawer. Later, struggling to find a new idea
for a story, she thought back to Northern
Canada and the sort of people who lived
and worked there. Slowly a character
evolved: a boy whose family sacrificed
everything to help him achieve his dream of
attending University, only to blow it – this
became the bare bones of Crow Lake.
Unusually for a writer, Mary claims to hate
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research, often finds the writing process
laborious, and struggles to find any new
ideas for a story: she says of herself, “I was
born with writer’s block!” She admits that
she had no idea how to write a novel and
set about it with trial and error. Her first draft
took ten years and was then sent to her
sister (whom she knew would give an honest
appraisal), who told her it didn’t work as a
novel. The rewrite took Mary two years and
when her sister had approved it, she sent it
out. Four years and countless rejections
later, Mary decided to try a second novel
and began what would become ‘The Other
Side of the Bridge. Then, out of the blue
came three agents who were interested in
‘Crow Lake’, beginning a fierce bidding war
amongst 11 publishers – to this day, Mary
has no explanation for the sudden interest,
but puts it down to “ridiculous luck”!
By the time ‘Crow Lake’ was published Mary
was 55. She was given a two-book deal and
was glad she had already started her
second novel ‘The Other Side of the Bridge’,
which was to become as successful as her
debut novel. It was some time later, while on
holiday in Oslo that she found a hint of an
idea for a new story during a visit to an art
gallery, and then from a documentary in
Canada about a dysfunctional family; these
snippets became ‘Road End’. Mary chose
to set the story once more in the familiar
Canadian landscape, this new novel also
moving to the London of the 1960s that she
had experienced.
For Mary, the characters of a novel are the
beginning of everything and the essence of
any book. In her writing she chooses not to
be led by plot but by characters, who evolve
and drive the action because of their own
personal conflicts. Her study of Psychology
has helped her to delve into what goes on

below the surface, what drives people to be
and act as they do.
Although she has now lived in the UK longer
than she lived in her native country, Mary
believes it was her formative years in
Canada that help her to recreate the
landscape and the people so evocatively;
indeed, her novels are now often part of the
curriculum in Canadian schools, where they
are seen to be evidence of essential
“Canadian-ness” in literature. However, she
adds that it is her time spent living here that
has given her the necessary perspective to
give a commentary on the people and
places she has known so well.
A distant relative (through her great
grandfather) of L. M. Montgomery, the wellloved author of ‘Anne of Green Gables’,
Mary Lawson joins her ancestor in becoming
internationally known as an icon of Canadian
literature. She certainly has many British
fans, not least in our corner of the
Cotswolds!
...........................
Borzoi Bookshop is in Church Street, Stowon-the-Wold. Further information online at
www.borzoibookshop.co.uk, by telephoning
01451 830268 or by email at
mail@borzoibookshop.co.uk; they are also
on Facebook and Twitter.
It is rare these days to have a thriving
independent bookshop in a small town;
events like these help to support an
important local community business. Open
since the late 1970s, Borzoi staff offer a
friendly, knowledgeable and personalised
service to all its customers – so if you have
never visited, pop along and have a look!

Operation Sting
By Simon Cheshire
Simon Cheshire, award-winning author
of the Saxby Smart and the Jeremy
Brown series has a new book coming
out on 5th May.

Meet him at the Relaunch of
BOOKS YULE LOVE
On Saturday 3rd May At 11am

21 Old Market Way, High Street,
Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0AJ. 01608 238416

Ashbee Dental Care
welcomes new patients.
From the moment you arrive our
team at Ashbee Dental Care will
look after you in a friendly and
relaxed environment.
Ashbee Dental Care is a small
dedicated team, focused on
providing the highest quality dental
treatment.
With our convenient location, and
ample free parking , Ashbee Dental
Care has patients coming from
across the Cotswolds and beyond.

Please contact us to
book your appointment.
3 Ashbee House
Battlebroook Drive
Chipping Campden
Gloucestershire
GL55 6JX
(Chipping Campden Business Park)
Telephone Number: 01386 840 840
Opening Hours
Monday – Thursday 9.00am-5.00pm
Friday 9.00am – 1.00pm

NHS and private patients welcome.
Denplan payment scheme also
available.
Only 7 miles from
Moreton in Marsh
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ANGELA HAY SOFT FURNISHINGS
Hand Made Curtains & Roman Blinds

Choose fabrics from: Sanderson, Lorient, Colefax &
Fowler, Voyage, James Hare Silks, Jane Churchill & more.
Tracks,Trimmings and Poles

Free Measuring Service & Quotation

www.angelahaycurtainsandblinds.com
Easy Parking, Showroom open by appointment, Tel: 01386 700692
Bourton on the Hill,Moreton in Marsh,GL56 9AJ
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James McParland is simultaneously afflicted with a hesitancy
to make decisions and an overwhelming sense of the need
to make a statement in life, to leave a footprint on the beach
before the mortal coil shuffling is over and done with. A man
who every morning contemplates eight hours in bed rather
than face the rigours of the day, James has manoeuvred
himself into a position where today he has to make one of
the more important decisions of his life, one that will
undoubtedly have far-reaching consequences.
Before we proceed further, a brief resume is perhaps
in order: we left James in the kitchen of his modest semi,
anxiously scanning his morning emails. Cautious, prone to
over-indulgent self-analysis and becalmed on the waters of a
fast-moving world, James has surprised himself (and us,
though not his busy, vaguely-estranged, bread-winning wife
Estelle, who apparently knows little of James’ uncertainties)
by acting completely out of character. A month previously,
he’d photocopied and scanned proof pages of twenty-seven
manuscript copies that Estelle had been studying on behalf
of her employers, Benedict & Sons, a firm of highly-regarded
academic book publishers. Appearing, to all intents and
purposes, to be the unfinished, poetical musings of Henry VIII
of England, Estelle is sworn to a confidentiality agreement
and can give James no hint of what she is working on, even
if she wanted to. She, in turn, has no knowledge that James
(with a rush of blood to the head) has subsequently agreed
to transfer the scanned copies to a wealthy collector of
historical memorabilia in Singapore who, although not
benefitting from ownership of the original manuscripts, would
nonetheless be first in line to exploit these hitherto
undiscovered masterpieces for commercial gain.
And now, as he cradles the first of what he suspects
will be many cups of coffee, James runs his eye over the
innocent little electronic missive from the Banque Hausthaler
SG in Geneva, informing him that his recently-opened
account has been credited “by an anonymous benefactor” to
the tune of 15,000 U.S. dollars, with the “balance of
transaction to be made upon satisfactory completion of
agreement.”
With the sweep and click of his mouse, James can
send the jPeg attachments of the folder innocently titled Stuff
& Nonsense on their way (their

superhighway, if you will), putting into place everything he has
meticulously planned over the past four weeks. His choice is
simple: press ‘Send’ or not? But, as he stares at his
expectant laptop, James is beginning to feel that, like Icarus,
he is flying a little too close to the sun.
Be careful what you wish for. Every decision has a
consequence. And what would you do? Like the chattering
classes, we can offer little but advice from on high as James
considers his predicament, knowing he’s a mere click away
from setting in motion a train of events that he won’t be able
to control. As it stands, he’s dollars to the good with the
promise of more than double the amount to come. Take the
money and run. Ignore the moral conundrum of virtual theft,
of copyright, of confidentiality - let Estelle take the rap, the
immediate dismissal. He would be long gone, or maybe they
both could, who knows what she’d think when things came
to light.
For a brief moment, James feels vindicated, reckless
and alive with possibility, then the old doubts crowd back in
and he’s hamstrung by indecision. A plan of enviable
simplicity, or one of childlike naivety? Illegal or merely
indefensible? And if his theft is not exactly tangible, wasn’t
he still profiting from someone else’s property, be it Benedict
& Sons or even The Crown! And just how far can you get on
50,000 dollars anyway, even if he could draw the funds
before they traced his accounts and closed them down? He
wonders whether he’s bitten off more than he can possibly
chew.
And then, there’s Estelle to consider. True, they were
hardly talking, each lost in his or her own little battles, but
they’d shared so much together, there was just too much
water under too many bridges. Maybe he hadn’t quite
thought this through. He finds himself wishing that she was
here to help him make up his mind. And, with the sudden
clarity born of mild desperation, he knows there’s only one
decision he can possibly make right now. He’ll sleep on it.
She finds him fully-clothed under the eiderdown. He
hadn’t heard her little green Polo park in the drive, nor heard
her unlock the front door and come in. He hadn’t heard her
tread quietly upstairs and now she’s lying next to him on the
bed, still wearing her patterned coat.
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“I left work early,” she says. For a minute, James
considers his options, but, on reflection, it occurs to him that
he doesn’t want to think about anything too complicated just
now.
“Sometimes, I stay in bed all day. I just don’t want to
get up,” he says.
She smiles and pats his arm, “I know.” And there on
the bed, James tells her everything, all those little things he’s
been bottling up for years, and the words come flooding out,
like water tumbling over rocks. But most of all, he tells her
about photocopying and scanning and the internet.
Estelle smiles and her eyes shine behind her
tortoiseshell glasses. “I know about it. I’ve known for weeks.”
And when James can’t find the words to answer, she
continues, “I know what you did and I’ve seen your emails.
Wives always know what their husbands get up to on the
computer, though for a minute when I saw you emailing
Singapore, I did wonder if you were looking for a bride. How
much did we get?”

across a kitchen chair.
“You make the coffee,” she says and, opening the
laptop that is still lying on the table, types in James’
password. As the kettle boils, she selects Stuff & Nonsense,
taps in the relevant email address and presses ‘Send.’
“There, all done. Easy as pie.” Then she opens her
attaché case, carefully extracting an A4-sized card folder.
Lifting the flap, she shows James the single manuscript,
protected inside a plastic wallet: a faded, yellowing
parchment of indecipherable age, torn at the corners, with
ragged edging and indistinct grey inscriptions and
characters, written in a sloping, uneven hand.
“I left work early. I don’t think I’ll be going back.” She
pauses. “We probably only have a day or two at the most.”
James McParland hands his wife a mug of coffee. “I’ve
always wanted to go to Singapore,” he replies, giving her a
little hug. Sometimes, it’s better not to make that difficult
choice after all. If someone loves you enough, they might just
make it for you.”

“15,000 dollars, but my second thoughts are telling
me it’s not exactly ours to keep.”
“Come on, I’ve something to show you,” says Estelle
and she gets up off the bed. “I’m sorry I’ve been so distant,
it’s just been so very busy at work. I haven’t had a minute to
myself.” She leads the way downstairs and throws her coat

GYM
MEMBERSHIP

PERSONAL
TRAINING

FITNESS
CLASSES

Nicholas John

THERAPY
ROOMS

INJURY
REHABILITATION

SUGAR – THE HIDDEN TRUTH
This is a popular topic at the moment, and before we go any further, if I tell you to
cut or drastically reduce the amount of sugar you consume, I do NOT mean sugar
naturally occurring in fruit. Raw, unprocessed fruit, although it does contain
fructose, also contains high levels of water and fibre – this makes it almost
impossible to consume enough sugar to cause harm.
The danger of excess sugar consumption in our diets comes from being unaware
just how much is added to seemingly innocent/healthy foods such as breakfast
cereals, yoghurt, cereal bars, fruit juice and bread. Add these to things such as
sweets and chocolates, fizzy drinks, biscuits and cakes, and you very soon get
the idea that our diets are saturated with sugar most of the day!
Excess sugar is easy converted to triglycerides, a type of fat which is then stored
around your waist, hips, and anywhere else it fancies! A diet high in sugar
probably deceives you into eating more than you think, and excess sugar
increases your appetite as your blood sugars fluctuate wildly through the day. If
that wasn’t bad enough, add the risk of diabetes, impaired immune systems,
heart disease and cancer, and you start to get a very unpleasant view of what
sugar can do to you.
Forget low dairy, low fat and no wheat diets - try just cutting processed sugar
completely out of your diet and I can almost guarantee you will lose weight, feel
energised and live longer!
Alex Doggett, Cotswolds Health Club
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CLAY SHOOTING TUITION
In the Cotswolds

Ex-British & 3 x English Champion
Offers tuition for all levels of ability
and ages.
Beginners
welcome
Call Bryan Parker 077471 06727

MATT KEYTE
BSc (hons) Dip (ossm)

Sport and Remedial
Massage Therapist

Sporting or recreational Injury? Sprain or Strain?
Muscle soreness or tension?
Looking to enhance your training programme?

Call me on 01451 830911/07966068604
Fully insured, Qualiﬁed and
Professional Member of the

FREE TRAININg AVAILABLE
INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86
www.martialartsvoucher.co.uk
SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDREN’S CLASSES
NOW TRAININg AT
CHIPPINg NORTON
STOW ON THE WOLD
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An interview with
Clare May,
Headmistress,
Dormer House School
by Julie Hall

One of the strengths of this school for Moreton-inMarsh is its strong belief that it has an important role in
the community, supporting whenever possible the
local businesses in the town – using the High Street
butcher and greengrocer, for example, and having
children’s artwork exhibited in local art galleries.
Situated on the High Street in Moreton-in-Marsh, Dormer House
School is deceptively large, extending a long way back. Screened
from the street by frosted glass security doors inscribed with the
Skylark logo and school motto: “I am; I can; I ought; I will”, is a
pretty courtyard around which are grouped an attractive array of
buildings – the classrooms and offices. Used as a school since the
1950s, the building itself has been part of the High Street much
longer than that – during the First World War, for example, it served
as a rope factory.
Led by headmistress Clare May, this independent school’s
philosophy is based on the work of the Victorian educator
Charlotte Mason, and is part of the select PNEU group (Parents’
National Education Union). In essence, this widely acclaimed
philosophy recognises the importance of treating the child as an
individual, nurturing his or her own unique talents and personality
within a broad curriculum. Whilst not an unfamiliar policy in today’s
schools, this was a revolutionary concept in Charlotte Mason’s
time. Children aged 2 -11 attend from the immediate vicinity and
from further afield; because of the philosophy of individuality, each
child that leaves at age 11 enters a state or independent
Secondary School that best suits their needs - Dormer House is
not a feeder school to a set Secondary in the Cotswolds.
There are 90 pupils in the main school and 55 in Nursery, and the
parents are a welcome and essential part of school life (a key
component of PNEU), being involved in the daily life of the school
in myriad ways – fundraising, classroom and administrative
support, and running social events. Also, whilst the Headmistress
is extremely busy on any given working day – with meetings,
finance, administrative and personnel duties – she maintains a
teaching role by taking R.E. classes and also by reading to Nursery
children once a week.
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As well as normal schoolwork, there are many sporting and extracurricular activities taking place, both on site and on field trips
within the Moreton community and elsewhere. The school also
holds regular Open Days for members of the public as well as
prospective parents.
Plans are currently underway to extend the premises into land at
the rear of the property in order to provide additional classroom
space for art and design & technology - work is scheduled to
begin in September with expected completion by Christmas 2014.
UPCOMING EVENTS WITH THE COMMUNITY INCLUDE:
• an Open Doors Day on May 16th;
• an open air performance of A Midsummer’s Night Dream at Mill
House Hotel in Kingham next term;
• and hosting The Big Lunch on 1st June, a barbeque for the
whole community.
Clare May is now in her third year as head (having taught
previously in Bath, Germany and Swindon). Amongst her many
highlights at Dormer House she particularly enjoyed the Charlotte
Mason Day in July 2013, when other PNEU schools came to join
in with celebrating their founder.
Any readers wishing to find out more about the school, its
philosophy, its role in our community, the creative scholarships on
offer, or these public events, can visit www.dormerhouse.co.uk
or telephone: 01608-650758
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Pluto was a psychopath. The trouble was
that his true mental state wasn't
immediately obvious. When we chose him
at Battersea Dogs’ Home, he had that
bright-eyed, tongue-lolling expression on
his face that happy dogs have. He took
no notice of the other yippy, teeth-bearing
inmates in the surrounding cages. We
guessed he was part Alsatian, part
whatever. His coat was a smooth sandy
brown, and he had a white spot on his
nose that made him look cute and cheeky
but a bit clumsy at the same time. So we
called him Pluto.
When we got him back home, it was as
though he’d always been with us. He
slept, ate and performed other bodily
operations in the right places. He barked
when the door bell rang. But if we
greeted the visitor as a friend, he did too.
He’d even let toddlers pull his ears or try
to ride him. He’d just yawn. He was the
perfect mutt.
Then one day it happened. I was walking
with him in Bushey Park next to Hampton
Court Palace near where we lived, and
thinking, ‘How could anyone be so cruel
as to abandon this cuddly animal?’ He
was being dog-like, snuffling around
something revolting, while I watched a
herd of deer grazing in the long grass
under the afternoon sun. A stag turned its
thick bull’s neck towards us and gave a
contented snort. Pluto looked up. And
without so much as a growl, he shot off
like a greyhound in the 7.30 at Harringay
Race Track.
The whole herd took fright and scattered.
Pluto picked out the stag and lunged at its
neck. But the beast was too quick for
him, and it sprinted off into the trees with
Pluto in pursuit, and me a poor third.
When next I saw them, the deer was
swimming across a small lake with Pluto
executing a vicious doggy-paddle about
twenty yards behind. When the stag
reached the shallows where it could put
its feet down, it turned and waited. Pluto
meanwhile was showing the single-

mindedness of an Olympic swimmer
looking for gold. But he was in the wrong
sport. He powered straight into a
hammering blow from a magnificent set of
antlers. The stag could see it had the
advantage and it clocked Pluto about the
head several times, then shook itself and
lumbered off with the self -satisfaction of a
bull that’s just dispatched a trainee
matador at the first encounter.
Pluto lay floating on the water, dead,
stunned or exhausted – I couldn’t tell
which from my vantage point across the
lake. By the time I got round there, he
was swishing his tail in a pathetic sign of
revival.
The vet’s bill was expensive, as were the
many others that followed whenever Pluto
escaped our clutches. It wasn’t just stags
he went for. With the prejudice of a
fascist, he regarded anything on four legs
as a mortal enemy which must
immediately be exterminated. If it were
rottweilers, mastiffs or similar foes, he’d
come limping back to us with torn ears or
savage gashes to his flanks. But even
more disturbing were the poodles and
chihuahuas, which had to be prized from
his jaws and returned, bloody and
quivering, to their indignant owners.
I signed the two of us up for a six-week
doggy training course. He spent each
class attempting serious assaults on his
fellow pupils. The trainers declared that
with twenty years’ experience of canine
schooling they had never been defeated,
were not about to be now, and awarded
us a repeat course for free. After a further
six weeks of Pluto's growling and
snapping and the often rude complaints
from other owners, the trainers showed us
the door and refunded payment for the
first course.
A psychiatrist friend of mine heard the tale
and declared that he'd identified a new
mental condition. "Let's call it Aggressive
Pseudo-human Syndrome," he said. "Your
dog thinks he's a man with a mission to
defend the human species." Very helpful.

Former TV
correspondent and
Stow resident
Derek Taylor tells
the sad tale of
Pluto, his cuddly
pet who turned out
to be a nightmare.

Meanwhile, around the house, and so out
of sight of any other four-legged beast,
Pluto remained as faithful as Lassie and as
cuddly as Pooh Bear. Of course, he
couldn’t be kept in monastic isolation. He
needed to be taken out for regular walks.
And one Sunday evening, as usual, I had
him on the shortest of leads, every nerve
in my body alert for the unexpected arrival
of what Pluto would regard as the enemy.
He'd just pulled me to a stop so he could
sniff a garden wall for any evidence of
quadruped activity, when a car hit its
brakes by the side of us and threw open
its door.
(continued over the page)
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“Get in!” a voice ordered from inside. Pluto, whose brain had
reasoned ‘voice = two-legs = good,’ hopped straightaway into the
front passenger seat and was sitting there, bolt upright, staring
through the windscreen, ready for the next adventure.
“What?” I said, the dog’s lead limply connecting my wrist to the
interior of the vehicle.
“Get in, quick!” ‘If this is a kidnap,’ I thought, ‘maybe I just chuck the
lead inside and run. No ransom demand for Pluto could be low
enough to persuade me to pay it.’
“You’re going to Heathrow Airport,” said the car voice. “Call the
Foreign Desk when you get there.”
I recognized the guy now. It was Alfie, one of the regular drivers
from the taxi company used by my employers, Independent
Television News.
“What about the dog?” I said.
“ I’ll take him back home when I’ve dropped you off.” And we raced
off into the night, with Pluto, sandwiched between Alfie and me,
lapping up the thrill of every twist in the road. “You’re a lovely
doggy,” drivelled Alfie, averting his eyes from the approaching traffic
lights just long enough to miss their colour. Pluto flapped his tail
against the seat in appreciation of the compliment.
Alfie did a skid stop outside Terminal 3 Departures, and as soon as I
opened the door, Pluto hopped over my thighs onto the pavement.
“Not you, Ploot,” I ordered. Alfie was out of his seat and round the
car to grab Pluto’s lead. “Don’t worry,” he said. “I’ll take care of him.
I’m good with dogs.” Then tickling Pluto behind the ear, added,
“Aren’t I, you lubbly, bubbly doggywoggy?”
I rushed away, turning just before the automatic doors to catch sight
of Alfie leading an eager Pluto over to say a doggy hello to a golden
Labrador (attached to a man with a white stick). They looked evenly
matched to me.
It turned out to be the last I'd ever see of Pluto. I called my office
from the airport, and an hour later was flying to South Africa, where I
spent a month reporting the dying days of apartheid. On my regular
phone calls home to my wife, I learned that the guide dog at the
airport had got a retaliatory bite in first, and Ploot had again ended
up in the vet's surgery. The vet decided it was time for some tests,
and the truth was made plain. Pluto had a tumour on the brain.
There was only one course now. My wife went out and bought a
piece of the finest sirloin steak, and watched with a tear in her eye as
our pet wolfed it down wagging his tail as if more treats awaited his
pleasure. Then she led him off for his final appointment with the vet.
To us Pluto may have been a psychopath, but I always like to think
that right up to the end, he saw himself as the bravest, most loyal of
soldiers.
Derek Taylor's book, 'A Horse in the Bathroom'
is available from the Borzoi bookshop.
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BOURTON ON THE WATER PARISH COUNCIL

VACANCY

ASSISTANT TO THE PARISH CLERK
Bourton on the Water Parish Council is seeking an
Assistant to the Clerk as a result of the Council's
purchase of the new multi-purpose Community
Centre. The role will involve dealing with the
public and processing bookings for functions rooms
as well as other admin duties.
Applicants are invited to contact the Clerk to obtain
a job speciﬁcation. The deadline for response is
Friday 16th May.
Contact: Sue Cretney, Clerk
01451 820712 clerk@bourtononthewaterpc.org.uk
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES
C.D.C Committee
Meetings - MAY

MAY 2014
MORETON TOWN COUNCIL

MORETON TOWN COUNCIL

NEXT MEETING MONDAY 12TH MAY

NOTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING

PLEASE CHECK NOTICE BOARD

APRIL 2014

Members of the public are encouraged to attend
meetings of the Council and Committees. If you
live in the District and are on the Electoral Register
you can take part by asking up to two questions
per meeting. Information about your Councillors
and committee members are on the website
www.cotswold.gov.uk

Residents are welcome to attend meetings.
Questions* from the public relating to a
proposal in discussion by Cllrs may be taken
prior to Council voting on that proposal.
General questions are taken at the end of
the meeting.

Abbreviated notes from the Meeting are available
online at www.moretoninmarshtowncouncil.co.uk
and displayed are displayed on the Council's
Notice board in the High Street (on Barklays
House). Copies are available at the Council's
Office, Moreton Library and the CDC Moreton
Area Centre in High Street.

Thurs 1st
Tues 6th
Tues 13th
Weds 14th
Thurs 15th

Town Councillors are available before & after
the meeting. District & County Cllrs,
representatives of Stow Police and local
Press regularly attend.

CABINET
Licensing
Council (Annual Meeting)
Planning
Appeals (subject to business)

Details of Meeting Agendas, Reports and Minutes can
be found on the Council's Committee Information
System. Also available are details of your Councillor,
Committee Meetings including dates, times and
venues and Membership of the Committees..

* A max of 3 minutes allowed.

Office opening hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday between 9am
and 4pm (closed for lunch 12.30-1.30pm) AND
subject to meetings. Moreton in Marsh Town
Council Old Town, Moreton in Marsh, GL56 0LW
01608 651 448

Election for the European Parliament
Thursday 22nd May 2014

BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS THIS MONTH:
SHIPSTON ON STOUR, Sheldon Bosley Hub 13/05/2014
CARTERTON, Community Centre, Marigold Square 13/05/2014
WINCHCOMBE, Abbey Fields Community Centre 21/05/2014

Do Something Amazing...
96% of us rely on the other 4% to give blood.
Please don’t leave it to someone else.

The Moreton in Marsh Branch of the Cotswold Conservative Association
invite you to come and meet

For more information/ to book an appointment to
attend a session, please call 0300 123 23 23 or visit
www.blood.co.uk

Julie Girling MEP
at The Moreton Area Centre, High Street, Moreton in Marsh , GL56 0AZ on
Friday, 16th May, 6.30 for 7 pm. For further details contact 07778 207034.

POLICE DROP-IN
SESSIONS
Friday 16th May

Julie will be speaking about the achievements of the last five years and how she
views the issues and challenges of the new parliament. There will be an open
session for your questions.

Stow Library 2 - 3.30pm

Promoted by Jon Burns on behalf of Julie Girling both at Regent Court,
Gloucester Business Park, GL3 4AD.

Monday 16th June
Stow Primary School 2.30 -4pm

Wednesday 16th July
Stow Library 2 - 3.30pm
The next main Neighbourhood Consultative
Group joint agency meeting will be on Mon 22nd
September, 7pm at Stow Primary School.

ROAD CLOSURES INFORMATION Tel: 01452 425000
The information is continuously updated. Please check by phone or online
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/roadworks
gLOUCESTERSHIRE MOBILE POLICE STATIONS

Calls will cost 15p irrespective
of how long that call may last,
on landlines and mobiles.
Call 999 In an emergency,
such as when a crime is in
progress, when there is
danger to life or when violence
is being used or threatened.

09/05
10/05
12/05
18/05
28/05
29/05

Lower Slaughter, Upper Slaughter, Naunton, Guiting Power, Temple Guiting, Cutsdean
Clapton-on-the-Hill, Great Rissington, Little Rissington, Upper Rissington, Wyck Rissington, Westcote,
Bourton-on-the-Hill, Blockley, Paxford, Ebrington, Mickleton, Willersley
Bledington, Icomb, Oddington, Evenlode, Broadwell, Longborough
Northleach, Bourton on the Water
Moreton in Marsh, Chipping Campden

Dates & Times may change at short notice. The MPS can be called to attend local incidents.
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COMMUNITY

Supportourlocalcommunity

COTSWOLD TIMES

WHAT’S ON
WHEN & WHERE

Exhibitions, concerts, ‘flix in the stix’,
bingo and a car boot sale; guided
walks around Cotswold towns, open
studios and a model railway display;
gardens in bloom and houses opening
for the summer months; bands and
dances, markets and crafts, a coffee
morning and a duck race!

Hidcote
goes to
the
...
movies

MAY

24th & 25th

Sat 24th

‘SOME LIKE
IT HOT’

Sun 25th

‘GREASE’

OUTDOOR
SUMMER CINEMA

Walks across the
Cotswold hills with
views across the
fields….

Places to go to – and
places to stop!

07789 175 002
editor@moretontimes.co.uk
www.moretontimes.co.uk
P O Box 6, Sheep Street, Stow on the Wold, GL54 1WD
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EVENTS

EVENTS

EVENTS DIARY

EVENTS

EVENTS

EVENTS

The Italians are returning
to Moreton-in-Marsh
The friendly Italian Food
Market returning to Moreton
Sunday 18th May 10am – 4pm
(In the car park next to the memorial)

THE authentic Italian Food Market offers you 16 stalls selling all the
mouth-watering and wonderful tastes of Italy - Parmigiano, prosciutto,
salame, olives, extra virgin olive oils and much more.
Simon Faro, owner of Italia in Piazza says, “The market offers my
customers a truly Italian experience. All the quality produce you expect
to find is brought from Italy to your doorstep by professional Italian
stall holders, offering you a high standard of customer service and a
vibrant atmosphere.”
This wonderful attraction, which has previously visited many towns in
and around the area, is returning to Moreton for the third year running.

EVENTS

Bourton House Garden
Bourton-on-the-Hill, GL56 9AE.

Open every Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
10am to 5pm until end of October. Info: 01386 700754

Wednesday to Friday 10am – 5pm • Groups welcome Mon to Fri by
arrangement • Teas in 16th Century Tithe Barn (June to Sept)
Bourton House, Bourton on the Hill, Gloucestershire GL56 9AE
Tel 01386 700754 Email info@bourtonhouse.com

www.bourtonhouse.com
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ST DAVID’S CHURCH

MORETON IN MARSH
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

MORETON IN MARSH
Sunday Services in MAY
Sunday 4 May

Sunday 11 May

Sunday 18 May

Sunday 25 May

8.30am - Holy Communion (1662)
11.00am - Morning Service, Sunday Club
6.00pm - Sundays @ Six
8.30am - Holy Communion (1662)
11.00am - Holy Communion, Sunday Club
6.00pm – Sundays @ Six
8.30am - Holy Communion (1662)
11.00am - Family Service
6.00pm - Sundays @ Six
8.30am - Holy Communion (1662)
11.00am - Morning Service, Sunday Club
6.00pm - Sundays @ Six

ST JAMES’S CHURCH
LONGBOROUGH

Sunday Services in MAY
Sunday 4 May
Sunday 11 May
Sunday 18 May
Sunday 25 May

8.00am - Holy Communion
10.00am - Morning Service and Baptism
9.30am - Holy Communion
4.00pm - Messy Church in Village Hall
9.30am - Holy Communion

Oxford Street, Moreton in Marsh Tel: 01608 651946
Rev Barbara Bridges barbaraatmoreton@btinternet.com
http://moretoncongregational.org.uk
MAY 2014
Morning Worship every Sunday 10.30a.m.
Includes Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays
(all services are followed by tea and coffee)
Market Day Coffee morning every Tuesday 10a.m. - noon
Held every week at the church, usually stalls.
Thursday Community Events
Every Thursday morning 10-12 Adult craft session
Afternoon programme
1st May
12.30pm - Drop-in Lunch 2 course lunch, £4.
8th May
2.30pm - Social afternoon
22nd May 2.30pm - Social afternoon
29th May 2.30pm - Speaker
Social afternoons will include games, puzzles and time to make new friends.
Sometimes we watch a part of a DVD and discuss the issues raised.

Come and join us, you will be warmly welcomed.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Meets at the Congregational Church, Oxford Street, Moreton in Marsh.

MAY Sunday Services
4th, 11th, 18th and 25th - Mass at 9.00am

STOW-ON-THE-WOLD

METHODIST CHURCH
ST MARY’S CHURCH
BATSFORD

Sunday Services in MAY
Sunday 4 May
Sunday 18 May

9.30am - Holy Communion(1662)
9.30am - Holy Communion (1662)

SUNDAY SERVICES IN MAY 10.30am. All welcome
Sunday 4th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 18th
Sunday 275h
Contact:

ST THOMAS’S CHURCH
TODENHAM

Sunday Services in MAY
Sunday 11 May
Sunday 25 May

REV CHRIS CLEWLOW
MR DAVID LUNN
NO SERVICE - UNITED AT CHIPPING NORTON
METHODIST CHURCH AT 11AM
MISS MARY NEWMAN
Jackie Palmer – 01451 822285
Graham Simms – 01451 822545

ST PETER & ST PAUL - BLOCKLEY
ST LAWRENCE - BOURTON ON THE HILL

9.30am - Holy Communion
9.30am - Morning Service

SUNDAY SERVICES IN MAY
Sunday 4th

BAPTIST CHURCH
SHEEP STREET STOW ON THE WOLD

In the Community for the Community
Welcome to our family service every Sunday morning at 10.30am.
The 1st and 3rd Sunday’s communion is celebrated during the
service.
Our speakers for the month of MAY are:
Sunday 4th
Joyce Rice
Sunday 11th
John Barton
Sunday 18th
Dr Steve Sizmur Sunday 25th Demis Foster
COFFEE MORNING EVERY TUESDAY 10am to 12noon
at the BAPTIST HALL. All welcome!! !Please check our Website:
www.stowbaptistchurch.org.uk for UPDATES!!

8.30am - Holy Communion (1662) - Blockley
9.45am - Open Door All Age Worship - Blockley
6.00pm - Evening Prayer - Bourton on the Hill
Sunday 11th 9.30am - Holy Communion - Blockley
11.15am - Holy Communion - Bourton on the Hill
Sunday 18th 9.30am - Holy Communion - Blockley
11.15am - Holy Communion - Bourton on the Hill
Sunday 25th 11.15am - Benefice Holy Communion - Bourton on the Hill
6.00pm - Choral Evensong - Blockley

The morning service at St David’s, Moreton in Marsh is recorded each week
and broadcast online every Sunday at 4.30pm. www.nccr.co.uk

Quakers – The Religious Society of Friends

Sunday 11:00 a.m. at The Friends Meeting House,Pytts Lane, Burford
Everybody Welcome. For more information contact Howard Crook
01451 810 447 or go to http://www.burford-quakers.org.uk

CHURCHES
a place to worship

39

40

Walk to School Week 2014 takes
place 19-23 May
Walking makes our children healthier and happier!

It's been proven that keeping active in this way reduces
the chances of becoming obese, developing heart
conditions and other diseases.
Not to mention it keeps the planet happier too! There are
cars everywhere you look polluting the air and increasing
carbon emissions so by cutting down out fuel use the
world says greener too.
Right now only half of 7-10 year olds do the
recommended hour of exercise a day so its up to parents,
siblings and teachers to encourage more activity!
The campaign in 2013 was a great success with lots of
parents making the decision to leave the cars at home
and walk children to school instead. In fact, over one
million children in over 4000 schools participated in the
event
The purpose of the campaign,
which has been observed since
1995 is to motivate children to look
at road safety awareness so they
feel more confident about walking
around safely on their own when
they're older.
But all this will be taught through
games and activities that you can help set up! If you
want to get involved, go to the official
Walk to School Week website.
Every year, as part of National Walking Month, Living
Streets brings together over half a million schoolchildren
and their teachers and parents.
Look online at
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-with-us/walk-toschool/walk-to-school-week-2014
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Schools
ALL STUDENTS WILL ExPERIENCE THE SUCCESS THAT IS ESSENTIAL IN BUILDINg SELF ESTEEM,
gAININg A POSITIVE ATTITUDE TO LEARNINg, AND DEVELOPINg INDEPENDENT LEARNERS.

CHIPPING NORTON SCHOOL
Simon Duffy: Head Teacher
We have scooped numerous awards and trophies spanning the
whole of the curricular and extra-curricular arena. Well done to the
students. Chipping Norton School’s laser gun ‘Lock and
Learn’ idea for teaching mathematics
won first place in the secondary category
of the prestigious national ‘The School
We’d Like’ competition. Our team of
students wowed the judges with their
plans to build an assault course which
can only be completed by correctly
answering increasingly challenging
maths questions. The school were awarded £5000 to put this idea
into practice.
For the second year in a row our U16 Rugby team reached the final
of the U16 Three Counties Rugby Cup at Stow RFC. In a gripping
final they beat their worthy opponents, Cleeve School, by 7 points to
3. They now look forward to their two week tour of South Africa this
summer.
Sixth form student, Esther Mead was presented with the SAE
Institute Award for ‘outstanding contribution to youth music.’ The
award was made to Esther in recognition of the contribution she
makes at school, in her community and at county level to a wide
range of musical activities.
Three piece girl band ‘Revival’ (Year 10 students, Hannah Mitchell,
Katie Ware and Emma Pascoe) won our Battle of the Bands and will
perform at the Cornbury Music Festival at Great Tew this summer.
Chipping Norton School’s Jazz Band will also be performing at the
festival.
A group of talented Year 8 and 9
students represented the school at the
Oxfordshire heat of the National
Magistrates Mock Trial Competition.
They enjoyed a day at Oxford
Magistrate’s Court battling against 7
other local schools. The teams won both
their cases and Ellie Hinchliffe won the award for ‘Best Usher’. Year 8
took part in an Enterprise Day with staff acting as bankers and
buyers. In small teams they set up a business making and selling
origami ducks. They had to learn how to make ducks and sell them
at the best price in a competitive market. They all had fun learning
how to run a successful business, to work as part of a team and
develop their negotiating skills.
Our Year 12 Sports Leaders students
have been working very hard with Head
of Dance, Miss Homer, to make sure that
the Year 1 Dance Festival was well
organised and fun. Over 220
Year 1 pupils took part and every child
went home with a certificate and a smile.
Over 450 Year 2 & 3 pupils enjoyed ‘Schoolympics’ festivals this
term. Our Year 12 leaders devised a lesson plan of running, throwing
and jumping activities. The champion teams won trophies and
medals to take back to their schools. Congratulations to Charlbury,
Enstone, Holy Trinity and St Mary’s. The Year 11 leaders organised a
very successful Ball Skills Festival for 125 Year 3 & 4 pupils. The
competition was fierce but the eventual champions were Holy Trinity
and Middle Barton schools.
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Farewell Year 11! This month our Year 11’s leave us to take up
study leave in preparation for their GCSEs. Meanwhile our Sixth
Formers embark on AS and A Level examinations. Good luck to
you all and we look forward to celebrating your successes with you
in August!
We are delighted that current Sixth Formers have received terrific
offers from leading universities and colleges around the country –
congratulations to you all!
While the culture at The Cotswold School is to encourage pupils to
aspire, we recognise the importance of networking, particularly in
our local community. When training and work opportunities are thin
on the ground, it is, as many of us know, a case of ‘who you know’
that can make all the difference. We believe it is our duty to do
whatever we can to help prepare our students for the future and so
we are determined to build up a network for them to tap into. The
idea is very simple: our network will be a list of people or
organisations prepared to give advice, talk to students or perhaps
even offer an apprenticeship or internship to one of our talented
young people. If you would be prepared to have your contact
details included on our network list (or know someone who might);
or if you are aware of any opportunities going, we would love to
hear from you. Please call me at any time on 01451 812948.
While the school may feel a little quieter this month with the hush of
exams and study leave upon us, Years 7-10 will be as busy as ever.
There is a very busy sporting calendar, a non-uniform day to raise
funds for Help for Heroes and lucky students embarking on school
trips to Barcelona and the Rheinland. Our Jazz Band – Back in
Black – will be taking part in the Cheltenham Jazz Festival and our
scientists will visit the Cheltenham Science Festival next month.

Holy Trinity
RC School
FOREST SCHOOL Our Year 1 children
visited Goffes’ Farm in April. They were lucky
on both their visits. They saw twin lambs being
born and chicks hatching.

Mothers’ Day Assembly The Foundation Stage children held
their annual Mothers’ Day assembly where they sang, read
poems and told their Mums how much they loved them, and
why. It was beautiful.
Chipping Norton Sports’ Awards Matilda Donaghy, won the
Under 11`‘Sports Personality of the Year’ and Lewis Pretorius,
received a Highly Commended award. Well done to them both!
SCHOOLYMPICS We have shown our sporting prowess by
winning a trophy at the Year 2/3 Schoolympics. Well done to all
the children who participated in this event. I would like to say a
big Thank you to Mrs Woolley for all her time and effort in
organising the children - they all competed in fun games with
other local schools. Those awarded a special certificate were:
Chelsea Smith, Megan Walker, Toby Jones and Ellie Rogers in
Year 2. Lexi Morris, Lewis Pretorius, Alexander Ford, Noah
Adams, Scarlett Goodway and Cheska Vasquez in Year 3.
Holy Trinity also won the cup, with Enstone for overall top.
Chipping Norton Music
Festival Well done to the
KS2 choir for a fantastic
performance on Saturday,
gaining two certificates,
including one for great
storytelling, something they
have worked particularly
hard on. The adjudicator
was delighted with such a young conductor, Will Heppell, so a big
thank you to him. Also, well done to our recently formed School
Orchestra and our Advanced Recorder Group who played at the
General Ensemble class. Both groups earned a well deserved
highly commended certificate for their performances. Well done
to all our pianists who took part in the piano classes, we are so
proud of you all. Congratulations to Y1, Y2 and Y3 who
performed poems in the Speech and Drama class. All groups
received special recognition with merits, highly commended and
our Year 3 Group received a ‘Distinction’. A huge well done to all
of Year 5 children. After weeks of learning a selection of songs
they had the privilege to work with Mr Peter Hunt, the conductor,
to sing and perform with all the other Year 5 children in the
Partnership.
Congratulations to our Key Stage 2 choir and Year 1 children,
who received a special accolade. Both groups were asked to
perform on Saturday night at the closing performance of the
Festival, a very special privilege.
Bouncing Bunnies
The children had a
wonderful
time ‘bouncing’ to raise
funds for the school. They
had to see how many
bounces they could do in a
time limit.

Blockley C of E School
From Jenny Bruce

Blockley School won the Science Cup at the recent Science
Factor Experiment Competition at Chipping Campden School,
with ‘How Volcanoes Affect Global Warming. Well done to Freya
Aylmore, Indigo Blyth and Tom Mackinnon-Little. The school also
came 1st and 3rd in the Y6 Public Speaking Competition,
organised by Chipping Campden Rotary on the topic of ‘I can’t
wait to be a grown up’. Ruby Newton’s winning speech was
delivered with much humour and enthusiasm. In third place Lara
Clarkson spoke about a surreal world she would like to see
where everything was back to front and topsy turvy.
Archie Fletcher, Y4, won the overall County ‘Design Mascot’ for
the Sainsbury’s School Games Competition.’ His design featured
a Gloucester Old Spot pig. Archie said, ‘I wanted my design to
be original and different from the 2012 Olympic Games mascot.
There are lots of farms in Gloucestershire and so I thought of
farm animals. The Gloucester Old Spot pig seemed to represent
the County. I used the green background and blue cross of the
Gloucestershire flag as the pigs T shirt. I really like my medal and
I can’t wait for the life sized mascot to visit our school!’ A team
of 6 pupils (Lily Cross, Danielle Cook,
Alfie Newton, Jason Bowater, William
Buckley and Oliver Hudson-Heyworth)
won the SEND Games in Cirencester.
They are looking forward to the next
stage of the competition held at
Hartpury College in June.
Twenty eight year 4 and 5 children had
an exciting time going to Court Barn
Museum in Chipping Campden
funded by BDFAS. Each group
in turn worked with Neil Alcock
from the Vineyard Pottery near
Greet. Neil demonstrated how
to make a slab tile to decorate;
meanwhile each child was
shown how to make a thrown
pot. Another group explored the
museum looking at the collection of
pottery which was in various stages of
completion. They then drew their own
design for a pot. Some were given the
chance to be behind the till and were
shown how to greet visitors and take
money. A distinguished visitor that day
was Charles Ashbee’s grandson.
Great excitement was displayed by
several children when they discovered that they could view the
screen from the CCTV cameras and watch their colleagues in
other parts of the museum. They also discovered where they
could stand undetected! The final group walked around Chipping
Campden including the graveyard
around St James church where various headstones were found
depicting inscriptions of interest including that of Gordon Russell.
Walking into the High St they found the various sundials and
carvings in Campden. However the high light of the walk was
being able to go into the Landmark Trust property of Old
Campden House. A group of Campden Heritage Society were
undertaking a geophysical survey of the old water garden.
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Swell School
From Judy Morgan School Administrator
Sports Relief was a very exciting day here at Swell with the
children arriving at school dressed as golfers, karate experts,
footballers, ballet dancers and more. The challenge for the day
was to replicate the Wembley Stadium attempt by Alan Shearer
and Robbie Savage by sitting on as many seats as possible. The
chairs were lined up around the outside of school and the
attempt began. I am very pleased to report that the children and
staff managed to sit on over 45,000 seats during the afternoon.
Well over £50 was raised for this very worthwhile cause.
We are all very proud of 9 year old Lucy Major who swam 100
lengths at Bourton Leisure centre in just over one hour and
raised well over £400 for Sports Relief.

We have enjoyed a wealth of
competitive sport this term,
culminating in our U9 girls cross
country squad, coming in
runners up at the Hatherop
Cross Country event. Well done
to all those who took part: Jake
& Charlie Maudsley, Geronimo
Neate-James, Max Guest,
Ethan Calvert, Ben Hughes,
Finley Pemberton, Cameron
Cutmore and Galileo NeateJames. With an exceptional
well done to the U9 girls; Felicity
Jones, Lily Taylor and Emilia
Belardo.
We are very much looking
forward to our annual 6-a-side
football tournament after the Easter break, along with lots of
rounders and cricket matches for our U11 and U9 squads.

A visit to Tesco’s Store in Stow as part of the Farm to Fork
initiative proved to be very popular with Group 2. The children
learnt about the origins of their food and particularly enjoyed the
fish filleting demonstration. The visit planned by Community
Representative Ann Lattimore included a warehouse visit,
various activities and a shopping expedition which were all great
fun and very informative.
Hot cross buns have been produced by the year 4 children in
their cookery lessons with an amazing smell of mixed spice filling
the building. The whole school have visited St. Edward’s Church
in Stow for the afternoon and took part in the Experience Easter
workshop. The children worked their way around the Church
experiencing the different aspects of Easter.
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SNOW WHITE brings the house down! All the hard work and
effort put in to their rehearsals, paid off for the children at
Windrush Valley School. Performing to a packed house, they
acted and sang amazingly throughout the evening.
Congratulations to all the cast, you definitely deserve a wellearned Easter break.
Thank you to the parent’s of Form 4, for providing the
refreshments at half time.

St Catherine’s
Roman Catholic Primary School
Headteacher: Joanne Welch
to share some of our latest news with readers.
Firstly, we are very pleased to have achieved a ‘Good’
Ofsted judgment during our latest inspection and I would like to extend
my sincere thanks to all of our St Catharine’s family. It has been very
much a team effort and as well as a talented staff, we are really lucky to
have wonderful children and supportive and interested parents. Our
Governing body, chaired by Myra Whitehouse, is superb and the
numbers of voluntary hours contributed is really quite awe-inspiring. You
can see a full version of the report on the Ofsted website
www.ofsted.gov.uk:
We were very happy with our targets as they are areas that we have
already either fully developed or areas that are embedding. It is an
exciting time to be part of the School.
Preparations for Easter were special this year and thank you to Fr
Brennan for all of his support. To give you one example, Class 1
welcomed Fr Brennan to their classroom and interviewed him about his
role and what it means to be a Priest, and gave some very popular tours
of the Church to Class 1 pupils. It was amusing to subsequently see the
children role-playing in the home corner and taking it in turns to be Fr
Brennan!
I am incredibly proud of how all classes in the School worked together,
using their unique talents, to raise over £500 for solar panels for a
seminary in Eritrea, Horn of Africa. The enterprise project started in Class
3. The children set to work developing their business ideas and
collaborating in teams to set up their businesses which saw them car
washing, cake-baking, being arty, leading gymnastics clubs, selling
second-hand toys, grooming dogs and running a sweet shop.
The businesses ran on three consecutive Fridays and children from
across the school, parents and parishioners were invited to come along
to participate and shop. Subsequently children from other classes set up
their own businesses, including a nail bar, ice cream shop, milkshake
stand, toddler day care service and more. Four year old children set up a
biscuit shop and a picture shop where hand-drawn pictures were sold.
It was a tremendous effort by the children and it was lovely to see it
growing and developing in such an organic way. We were delighted to
use our ‘Let Your Light Shine’ school motto to ‘Let Their Light Shine’.

Sherborne C of E
Primary School
From Gill Stratford, School Administrator

the Easter holidays.
Thanks to generous
support from
Benson’s
Juice in Sherborne,
the Co-op and
Tesco we were able
to raise over £100
for Cancer Research
by putting on
breakfasts for
parents, friends and members of the local community.
Year 6 served the breakfast very professionally and even
cleared up afterwards! The Easter Service held in church and
an egg hunt around school finished off a very busy term.
DON’T FORGET- registration for the Sherborne 10k race in
June is now active – go to www.sherborneschool.co.uk for
further information.

St Davids C of E Primary School
Headteacher - Mrs F. Heming
The last week of term before the Easter holidays saw
the children at Dormer involved in three really
excellent events. The first was Dormer House
Entertains. This is an annual event, where every child
who has music or speech and drama lessons has a
chance to perform to a real audience on a real stage.
The standard this year was possibly the highest ever
and especially wonderful to witness was the
progression of skills from the early days when children
first begin to learn, to more accomplished
performances from children who have been practising
for a few years now. The audience was treated to a variety of acts from
violin, saxophone, drums and poetry recital, through ukulele, guitar,
clarinet and flute, to solo acting, piano, voice and the chanter. What an
extraordinary amount of talent.
On Thursday, we held our Easter Cantata at St.
David’s Church. The children explained the Easter
story to the congregation through a variety of songs
and readings. All classes had been practising hard for
a few weeks and it was a joy to see all the children
singing their hearts out. Parents and grandparents
joined in too and donated generously to the retiring
collection, which was donated to Moreton’s
Foodbank.

An unusual but exciting event took place at
St. David’s C of E Primary School as the
school hall was transformed into an art
gallery. Over the past 6 weeks, three classes
have had a fabulous time focussing upon
the work of a number of artists, including
Kandinsky, Monet and Giacometti, and then
producing work in each artists’ specific
style.
The results were outstanding!
During a visit to the Celia Lendis Gallery in Moreton-in-Marsh the
children found out how to display, advertise and sell pieces of art
work. Following this, the art gallery was advertised to family
members who attended the sale in large numbers. Altogether the
sale of the children’s amazing art work raised just under £150. We
shall look forward to seeing former pupils’ work in the National
Gallery some day!

We were also celebrating International Week and this
culminated in a dance showcase on Friday afternoon. Parents and
friends were invited to see what the children had been learning and were
treated to a performance of dances from Denmark, Egypt, Portugal,
China, Greece and Germany. Each class learnt about their country,
getting a feel for the culture, sites and of course the food! It’s hard in
Moreton to be global citizens but we think we do pretty well at Dormer.
If you are interested in learning more about Dormer House, please come
along to our next Open Day, which is on 16th May from 9-11am. For
more details, go to www.dormerhouse.co.uk or call 01608 650758.
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Surrounded by open, flat fields with hills in the distance, a visit to
Help Thru Horses is a rewarding one. The aura of peace is tangible
and it’s easy to imagine how the therapy would work here.
Article by Julie Hall.
Originally based at Taston, near Chipping
Norton, Hope Thru Horses Equine Involvement
Therapy Centre now operates at Upton, near
Didcot. Founded by Jo Corfield, the herd of 18
horses has grown over a period of ten years
and contains different breeds from a variety of
places including rescue homes. The first
horse, Gus, belonged to Jo’s son and when
he needed a companion, she bought Bronwen
– although this proved to be an unsuccessful
match as the new arrival would frequently run
away!
Jo had suffered with eating disorders over
many years. Over time however, she found
that her anxieties decreased when she was
working with the horses – and discovered that
Bronwen began to respond in turn. Jo grew in
confidence and began to communicate with
Bronwen in a real and deep way, beginning a
healing process and increasing her knowledge
of equine behaviour. She also sought advice
from a horse whisperer who taught her how to
show authority and then also lower energy
levels, in the correct manner.
Jo has found that horses offer a mirror image
of humans - when we feel fear, they reflect fear
back to us. Subsequently, as we learn to trust
and practise “mindfulness”, a deep emotional
relationship is forged with the horse.
Ten years on, Jo remains a powerful
advertisement for the philosophy inherent at
Help Thru Horses. Not only has she remained
in good and balanced health but she has
extended her personal experience to help
others. Clients who seek help from the not-forprofit organisation have a range of issues and
special needs - eating disorders, stress, high
blood pressure, depression, PTSD, autism and
physical disabilities. The organisation can offer
significant help to children and adults in
emotional need, across all age ranges.
Only 45 minutes from Chipping Norton, Jo
liaises with other similar organisations, such as
Riding for the Disabled, and is hoping to
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introduce psychologists and life coaches to
broaden the help offered to people.
Jo’s dream is to open a residential retreat
where clients can spend a week of intensive
therapy, enjoying the freedom of spending
time learning to relax with horses. Observing
horses in a herd, seeing their interaction with
each other, helps us learn valuable life lessons.
Horses are particularly sensitive to levels of
fear and will respond differently to different
people. Jo can recognise which horse will
best “fit” with each new client. Her passion for
the horses and for the work is evident; it is a
full time occupation and she serves both
animals and clients to the best of her ability.
Hope Thru Horses is run solely by Jo, entirely
through her own finances and the income from
clients who use the service. Day-to-day
running costs (including feed and vet bills) are
high and funds also need to be raised (either
by individuals or companies, or by charity
fundraising organisations) to provide specific
tailor-made sessions for a variety of special
needs clients. Donations are always welcome
and gratefully received.
For more information, to make a donation,
book a session, or for general enquiries,
contact: Jo Corfield on 07780 675112 or visit:
hopethruhorses.com
Email: jo@hopethruhorses.com
Alden Farm, Upton, Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11
9HS
Visitors are welcome (a pick-up service from
Didcot station is available).
Jo Corfield is looking for an alternative venue
for her therapeutic centre from December, and
is keen to hear from anyone who knows of an
area comparable to the land at Taston

ANGELA HAY SOFT FURNISHINGS
Hand Made Curtains & Roman Blinds

Choose fabrics from: Sanderson, Lorient, Colefax &
Fowler, Voyage, James Hare Silks, Jane Churchill & more.
Tracks,Trimmings and Poles

Free Measuring Service & Quotation

www.angelahaycurtainsandblinds.com
Easy Parking, Showroom open by appointment, Tel: 01386 700692
Bourton on the Hill,Moreton in Marsh,GL56 9AJ

Need To
File A
Tax Return?
Contact

Robb Eden
for:

Accounts Preparation & Analysis
PAYE & Book-keeping • Vat Returns
Personal Tax • Sage Training •
Business Tax
More than just accounts - a personal
service tailored to your needs. We will
work with you to get the best from your
business.

01608 651802
robbeden@aol.com

A month into the new tax year and already employees are starting to see the benefit of the increase in
the personal allowance for income tax to £10,000. However National Insurance Contributions (NICS),
the “forgotten tax”, continue to hit pay at a much lower rate on earnings of only £149 per week. Add
to that the fact that NICS are calculated weekly then those who earn less than the annual equivalent,
£7,755, are being penalised. Successive governments have publicised the increases in the personal
allowance but all have failed to mention that the basic rate of tax on income is 32% not 20% as most
believe. If employers add in the 13.8% NICS that most employers pay then the total tax on jobs is truly
daunting. The good news for some employers is that the new Employment Allowance can reduce the
Employer NICS paid by up to £2,000 per year.
We’re into the second year of payroll Real Time Information (RTI) and generally the transition has been a
lot better than forecast. The whole process means that HMRC now has up to date information about
employees pay in the period, whether it be weekly, four weekly or monthly. It also means that they
know in advance how much employers owe in tax & national insurance and will be in a better position
to collect the tax as it becomes due rather than at the end of the tax year.
With reference to the above it beggars belief that, with the move to computerised payroll & accounting,
HMRC still require you to produce paper copies of any information they request if you have an
inspection. Sometimes this can run into thousands of documents. It’s admitted that every now & again
they will ask for a backup file but more often than not they will request reams of paper. Again, for
businesses who process a lot of micro-payments through Paypal and the like this can be frustrating,
especially when a business is Vat registered. I’ve continually maintained that the whole tax system
needs an overhaul & this is one of the areas that needs a quick fix otherwise a lot of businesses will find
that expenditure is discounted by the inspector as no paperwork can be produced.
Finally, if you’ve received a Tax Return or a notice to deliver a Tax Return you have plenty of time to
submit these. However, if you’re unsure about what to do you should either contact your accountant or,
if you’re worried in anyway about filling in your Return or online filing, give me a ring at the telephone
number below. Telephone advice is free of charge.
Robb Eden is based in Moreton-in-Marsh. He can be contacted via e-mail at
robbeden@aol.com or by telephone 01608 651802.
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Qualified gardener • Specialist Pruning

Telephone: 01386 700903 • E-mail: nickplantsperson@btinternet.com
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Need
Storage
Space?
Tilemans Park Limited

Insulated Storage
At our site in Shipston, on your site or at home

• We buy, sell, move and convert
containers of all sizes.
• Fully insulated storage available.
• Contract crane services available
The ideal way to free up space in your home or
workplace. You can store on our site or simply rent a
container for your own property. Various sizes for rent or
sale.

Short or long term rates available
01608 661677 or 07976 533771
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Tel: 01608 651721 | Mob: 07974 030246
Email: kppainting@hotmail.co.uk
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CHIPPING NORTON & DISTRICT
CRICKET CLUB
Banbury Road, Chipping Norton, OX7 5SX
www.cndcc.co.uk

The Season Ahead
As May is upon us, the sun should be shining and we will soon be hearing that sound of ball on willow. This year all senior teams have a
packed fixture list. Please don’t forget our brand new club website, www.cndcc.co.uk, where you can join as a supporter to keep up to
date with all club news and events.

Training

#statoftheday

As a friendly club, we are always on the lookout for new
players to come and join our great atmosphere. If you are
at all interested please come along to training which is
every Wednesday evening 18:00 – 20:00 at the cricket
club or contact someone on the website.. Each session is
structured and we have our very own bowling machine to
help work on your weak areas.

Chipping Norton & District C.C. have scored a total of
26,917 runs in the past 7 seasons, averaging 3,845 runs
per season.

Dates for the Diary in May
02/05/14
03/05/14

Youth Cricket Training 18:00
1st XI Vs Broughton & NN (A)
2nd XI Vs Broughton & NN II (H)

04/05/14
05/05/14
07/05/14
09/05/14
10/05/14

Sunday XI Vs Hook Norton (A)
U15s Vs Charlbury (H)
Senior Training 18:00
Youth Cricket Training 18:00
1st XI Vs Stonesfield (H)
2nd XI Vs Stonesfield II (A)

11/05/14
12/05/14
14/05/14
16/05/14
17/05/14

1st XI Vs Oxenford (H) Cup 1
U15s Vs Oxford & Bletch (A)
Senior Training 18:00
Youth Cricket Training 18:00
1st XI Vs Tetsworth (H)
2nd XI Vs Brill (A)

18/05/14
19/05/14
21/05/12
23/05/14
24/05/14

Sunday XI Vs Chadlington (H)
U15s Vs Shipton-u-Wychwood (A)
Senior Training 18:00
Youth Cricket Training 18:00
1st XI Vs East & West Hendred (A)
2nd XI Vs Tetsworth II (H)

28/05/14
30/05/14
31/05/14

Senior Training 18:00
Youth Cricket Training 18:00
1st XI Vs Westbury (A) Cup 2
2nd XI Vs Marcham II (H) Cup 1

Thanks You’s
As all involved with amateur sports clubs will know, there
is a lot of work that goes into the preparation of the
season ahead. We would like to thank all our sponsors;
shirt sponsors, fixture card sponsors & match sponsors. If
you are reading this and would be interested in
sponsoring our club, it is not too late, just contact
someone on the website; www.cndcc.co.uk. Not only are
our sponsors crucial to the running of our club, but there
is a lot of behind the scenes work that needs doing.
Groundsmen; Mick Widdows and Michael Tompkins do a
fantastic job to prepare the hallowed turf, so we would
like to thank them.
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Player Profile
Name: Ian Widdows
Position: Wicket Keeper/Batsman
Highest Score for CNDCC: 94
Average in 2013: 22
Current Average: 0
Career Average: 28.51

IT LOOKS EASY DOESN`T IT?

UP FOR A CHALLENGE?
Come and try the game of bowls at:

MORETON-IN-MARSH
BOWLING CLUB
Saturday 24th May 2014 2pm
All equipment wil be provided free of charge but
you will need a pair of flat shoes

If you can`t be
there on the
24th May you
can still come
along to any
Monday
evening Club
Night from 6pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Club Captain Brenda Dix: 01451 821 020
Chairman Helen Tuff: 01608 650 893
mbcbowling@hotmail.co.uk

COME AND SHOW US HOW EASY IT IS!
Our new bowling green and clubhouse are off
Redesdale Place behind the Esso garage on the A 429
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MORETON RANGERS
FOOTBALL CLUB
A FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
DEVELOPMENT CLUB

www.facebook.com/MoretonRangers
We have reached the run in to the end of the season, and it is a
good time to thank our coaches/managers, who give so
generously of their time: Gary Barnett (with Jane), Nick Timms,
Mark Boydell, Edward Churchill, Matt Sheridan, Lynsey Burdock
and Dave Toon, as well as the many young men who assist them
every week. Most teams have done well, and are pleased with
the progress they have made. The Reserves have struggled but
have survived in 8th place out of 10 in the Stratford Alliance First
Division, 7 points clear of the ninth team. The First Team is on the
verge of promotion to Division One of the Glos. Northern Senior
League. Division two looks like this, at the top of the table:FC Barometrics;
Moreton Rangers
Bibury
Quedgeley
Tuffley

Played 22 Won 18, Drawn 3, Lost 1. Points 57
22
15
3
4
48
24
13
3
4
45
22
13
4
5
42
22
11
4
7
37

Three teams will be promoted. We are three points ahead of
Bibury, with two games in hand, so still looking to finish second.
The final home games at London Road are at 3 pm on May 3rd,
v. Tuffley Rovers, and May 10th at 3 pm v. Wootton Rovers. We
hope for large crowds at these games, to cheer our team home.
Next month I shall report on the Boys’ teams’ Awards evening ,
sponsored by Budgens. We are already looking forward to a ‘Fun
Run’ morning for all ages, at the London Road ground on
Sunday morning, June 22nd. Details next month.

GOING FOR GOLD
Phoebe Peters is 14 years old,
the current Pony European
Dressage Champion and a
member of the Bronze medal
winning GB Pony Team 2013.

Phoebe Peters is at school in Chipping Campden, but her hobby
and her passion is dressage, with a string of successes to her
name.
In her first international of the season at the Addington Manor
CDI Phoebe claimed all three PFEI classes, winning the team
test, the individual with a new personal best and the musical
freestyle with 82.8.
Two of the judges at Addington Manor will be at this year’s
European Championships in Ireland when she aims to become
the first rider to retain both the individual and freestyle gold
medals won last year. Phoebe was the first British rider to win a
pony dressage gold medal, taking two titles and creating a new
musical freestyle world record.
Phoebe competes at pony level for 12 to 16 year olds and first
represented Great Britain when 11. She also holds the current
pony freestyle world record, Medium Open Winter National
Champion 2013. She is based with and trained by current GB
pony team trainer and international Grand Prix rider Peter Storr in
Worcestershire. Winning is about training, ambition and drive,
and we wish her every success this season.

Moreton-in-Marsh Cricket Club
The league starts at the beginning of May, with both our first and
second teams playing in the Cotswold Hills League on Saturdays.
We will be running a Friendly team who will play mostly on Sundays
but will also have some midweek fixtures. We are very much
looking forward to the new season starting and the Summer
weather!
Practice nets will take place at the club every Thursday evening
throughout the season from 6.30pm, weather permitting. This is
an informal practice and a great opportunity to come and have a
go. All are welcome to attend, both current and prospective
members. The emphasis for this season is to build on the existing
playing membership therefore we encourage anyone who is
wanting to come and play, to not hesitate to get in touch.
We have a lovely ground with great facilities and the social aspect is
very friendly. Why not pay us a visit and see for yourself, we’d love
to see you!
Junior cricket will run again this season, starting on Monday 12th
May and running every Monday through to 14th July, 6.00pm7.00pm. There will be two age groups: 7-10 year olds and 11-13
year olds.

Dates for your diary...

We will be holding our first of two annual
Car Boot Sales
at our Batsford Road ground on Monday 26th May
(Bank Holiday Monday).
The second one will be on Monday 25th August
(Bank Holiday Monday).
Fingers crossed for some good weather!

CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) will be holding
their 7th North Cotswold Beer Festival at our
ground
on Friday 12th and Saturday 13th September.
There will be lots of different ales and ciders to try!
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STOW & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY
Friday 6th June 2014 at 7.30 p.m. – “Hidcote back to Lawrence
Johnston”

STOW ON THE WOLD AND COUNTRYSIDE
EMBROIDERERS GUILD

Calling all gardeners! We are delighted to welcome Glyn
Jones, Head Gardener of Hidcote Manor Garden. Who better
to take us through the history, development and current
standing of this influential garden? (This talk follows
immediately after our short A.G.M. to which all are cordially
invited.)

We meet every first Tuesday of the month for some fascinating
talks on textile and needle related work. This month, 6th of
May, the talk is by Pat Trott " Mountmellick - The making of a
Book" Visitors are always welcome, £5 charge. Our monthly
workshop or sit and stitch days are open to non members.

A reminder that the Society’s Summer trips include: Great
Witley Church, Frampton Court and The National Memorial
Arboretum. Venue: St. Edward’s Hall, Stow-on-the-Wold. All
Members free. Visitors (£4) and new members (£8) will be
warmly welcomed.
Please contact Rachel Surman for further details or log on to
our website: www.stowcivicsociety.co.uk

MORETON IN MARSH (EVENING) W I
Our April speaker, Tim Thorn, gave a most amusing tale of the
attempted robbery of the ‘Millennium Star,’ a huge pear
shaped diamond, from the Millennium Stadium in London,
during the year 2000. Originally weighing 777 carats, it had
been found by two small boys playing near a river in Zaire,
bought by De Beers and cut into a perfect Brilliant diamond,
now weighing 203 carats. It was flawless and had the 5 ‘C’s.
Colour, Carats, Clarity, Cut and Conflict-Free, and was valued
at £350 million. It was too tempting for the robbers, who
concocted a plan to steal it, which should have worked, apart
from the fact that nearly everything that could have gone
wrong, almost unbelievably, did. Plus, the police had been
tipped off. It was a fair cop as the gang was rounded up and a
great relief to DeBeers
We recently organised a real Ladies Afternoon Treat for our
members. After a welcome glass of bubbly Sian Davies, a
stylist and colour advisor , gave excellent tips for making the
best of our appearance. A scrumptious tea prepared by Susie
Harris was then followed by a spring flower arranging
demonstration by Ed Bayliss. 22 members had also enjoyed a
trip to The Everyman Theatre to see The Mousetrap. The next
meeting will be on Thursday 08 May at 7.30 in the WI Hall
when the speaker will be Rosemary Prosser with her talk
entitled “One egg or two”. New members and visitors are
always welcome Contact Jo on 01608 650821

MORETON IN MARSH W I
There was a large gathering to see Colonel Lesinsky's slides,
and we were thrilled to get an insider’s view of the ceremonies
the British do so well -Trooping the Colour, State Visits from
other countries, and others. The Colonel was, until he retired,
one of the chief participants in these ceremonies. We were
shown pictures of the guards, with explanations about different
ceremonial uniforms. There were also some photographs of a
really relaxed Queen Elizabeth. In May of this year it is our
turn to host the Group Meeting at the WI hall on May 21st. We
ask all our members to support us, and the WI Evening
catering group will be providing an excellent tea.
1st May is the Resolutions meeting, plus Christine
Councell telling us about Art History and Travelling in
China. Look forward to seeing you there. Visitors are welcome
to attend, a visitor fee of £2.50 is charged, which includes tea
and biscuits. For any information please ring either Angela on
01608 654496 or Shirley on 01608 650373.
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For more info contact: Fiona Vann - Chairman 01451 828 291

Oddington W.I.
Our speaker for 13th May is Tim Thorn on The Millennium
Star Heist.
7.30pm at the village hall
Visitors welcome £2.50 on the door

BOURTON & DISTRICT
Monthly Open Meetings are held every
4th Wednesday of every month at the
Royal British Legion Hall in Bourton on the Water from 10 –
12noon. Coffee/tea and biscuits are served at 10am. U3A is
for anyone not in full time employment and visitors are always
welcome. Open Meetings are £2 Please view our website:
u3a.org.uk/bourton for more information.

UPPER WINDRUSH LOCAL HISTORY
SOCIETY
Monday 12 May 2014 at 7.30pm – UPPER SLAUGHTER
Village Hall
Talk – Oliver Cromwell and his Family
Speaker –
Visitors Welcome Members £1 – Non Members £2
Enquiries Tel 01451 850232

NAUNTON W I
Meets in the Village Hall on the

1st Wednesday of every month
Visitors very Welcome Contact 01451 850475

Funeral Director
& Memorial Consultant

W. J. Wright

The Chapel of Rest, Church Street,
Stow-on-the-Wold GL54 1BB

Tel 01451 831829
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest, Prepaid Funeral Plans

Serving the Cotswold Community for over 30 years

Local Business Directory
For Stow Times, Moreton Times, Bourton Times and Chipping Norton Times
Animals & Pets

Music & the Arts

Dog Walking/ Sitting Service
Telephone Carol 01451 820661
DOG IN THE COUNTRY
Doggie Walks, Boarding Services, Grooming & Vet Visits. Contact Jonathan,
Matthew or Natasha - 07977 586 126
Mail@doginthecity.co.uk | www.doginthecity.co.uk

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
GRIMEBUSTERS 01993 868924/ 07778 298312
Professional service at unbeatable rates

Cleaning & Cleaners
HOUSES: Holiday Cottages, Private Homes,
One-Off cleans. Call Katie/Carly 01608 659514 / 0796 4444 283

Clothes & Curtain/Alterations

Beautiful Handmade Curtains and Blinds
Bespoke clothing and alterations
www.jackie-whitehill-handmade-soft-furnishings.com
Stow on the Wold Tel: 078376 02004
BERNIE’S ALTERATIONS – 35 yrs experience
Tel 01451 833831 or 07768 305427

Florist
ALLIUM FLORIST www.alliumflorist.co.uk
More than just Flowers

Photography
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. 0145186012
maria.lizana@yahoo.co.uk
Competitive Prices - Album│CD│A4 photo canvas.

Property & Garden Services
Batsford Timber Ltd – Fencing & Sheds
01608 651096. www.batsfordtimber.co.uk

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
Dr R J Davis HCPC Registered CH 17482
For all your Foot / Lower Limb Healthcare needs
Clinics in Stow ; Chipping Norton ; Bloxham
Home visits available throughout all Cotswolds area

Tel. 01451 831277 or 07776136208
email rdavis@stowchiropody.fsnet.co.uk

BARRON STONE
Charles Bell Bespoke Masonry Design, Dry Stone Walling
07805 433475 barronstonecotswolds@gmail.com

Cotswold Stone Landscapes
Beautiful Dry Stone Wall Building
07535 974455
info@cotswoldstonelandscapes.co.uk

1 Oxford Street, Moreton-in-marsh, GL56 0LA Tel 01608 650630

Marsh Flowers

dave payne electricians
Domestic, Commercial and Industrial Work
Fixed Wire inspections for Business and Landlords.
Electric Boilers and Heating Energy efficient Lighting

FLOWERS FOR...

Weddings, Sympathy, Every Day
Excellence in Design, Service & Value

01451 861758 07866458044
davidelectrics@btinternet.com

High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 0AD
01608 652234
marshflowers@gmail.com

From Re-Wires to Changing a Light Bulb
‘Watt ever you Want!’

Home Care

Rob Rhoman

CARE & SUPPORT IN YOUR OWN HOME.
Experienced mature lady. Reasonable rates.
01451 850294 / 07890 187164

Flute repair

Service and overhaul of all brands

Locked Out? Whatever Time 24/7
Whatever your problem I have the key!
www.lockroundtheclock.co.uk 01451 861808
M & H CARE SERVICES
Personal Care & Support. NVQ Qualified & fully insured.
07540 237948 / 0778 552 5640
SHIRLEY - REGULAR RESPITE CARE. CRB.
INSURED. EXPERIENCED. 01451-821-626

Professional Services

Tel: 01608 654375
E-mail: info@rhoman.eu

Oliver Bridge Architect
Fine Quality Traditional Architecture.
New Houses, Extensions, Garden Buildings.
www.oliverbridge.com

Marquees
COTSWOLD MARQUEES LTD
Tel 01608 686900
www.cotswoldmarquees.co.uk

CONFIDENTIAL, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELLING
at the Breakspeare Clinic
Milton-under-Wychwood. 01993 830913.
Elaine Russell-Jarvie P.G. Dip. Counselling & Psychotherapy. MBACP.

STOW TIMES, MORETON TIMES, BOURTON TIMES
& CHIPPING NORTON TIMES

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN EVERY EDITION OF ALL 4
MAgAzINES - FOR AS LITTLE AS £12 / MONTH +VAT
Entries are for a calendar year (eleven editions) and priced per business. Your
advert can include photos and logos as well as text -

Matt
Matt Fergyson
Fergyson
Dry
Dry Stone
Stone Walling
Walling
01451
01451
851927
07792
331241
01451
851927
07792
331241
01451
01451 851927
851927
851927 ///// 07792
07792
07792 331241
331241
331241

IT’S STRAIgHTFORWARD AND SIMPLE

SMALL BOX = 15mm high x 60mm wide (1 column)
£ 120/ year or £ 72/6 months minimum at £ 12/month
LARgE BOX = 33mm high x 60mm wide (1 column)
£22/month (by DDM) or £220/year
CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED. FOR INFORMATION/TO BOOK YOUR
ENTRY 07789 175 002 or editor@moretontimes.co.uk

Miss Marigold

Cleaning & Housekeeping

Contact Katie on:
0789 100 8657 / 01608 643762
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